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told Hays she didn’t believe the ice had caused
the accident but possibly thought a rear tire
might have blown out.
Upon inspection of the
vehicle, Hays said the
left rear tire of the Jeep
was broken from the
wheel when he arrived
to investigate. He reported he saw no marks
on the road to indicate
the actual wheel contacted the roadway prior to the vehicle leaving
the roadway. Therefore,
it is possible when the
vehicle left the road
and made impact with
the ditch the tire was
broken loose from the
wheel. It could have occurred when the vehicle
struck the tree as well
Hays said. The second witness indicated
to Hays when he saw
Opdyke Jr’s vehicle, it
was already spinning.
He could not say what
caused the vehicle to go
into a skid.
As the investigation continued, Hays
said based upon the totality of circumstances,
it appears the driver
allowed his vehicle
to skid out of control
when the vehicle suddenly came into contact
with the ice on the roadway. The vehicle spun
around on the highway
before it left the roadway and struck the tree
with the driver’s door.
Opdycke Jr.was
treated at the scene by
Jackson County EMS
and transported to a
landing field in McKee where they met a
medical helicopter who
transported
Opdyke
Jr. to UK Hospital in
Lexington. According
to a spokesperson at
University of Kentucky
Hospital, Opdycke, Jr
was listed in critical
condition at press time.
REaCH
The multiple REaCH
groups are coordinated
by Tyner Elementary
Teacher Ashley Judd
and Jackson Co. High
School teacher Ashley
Gabbard.
Since the
group’s origin, students
have successfully carried out monthly community service projects.
During a December meeting, while
planning to provide a
meal for a homeless
shelter in London, the
students realized the
absence of this resource
within their own community. The students
responded to this need
in a big way. “During
the meeting,

I said ‘Let’s build a
homeless
shelter’...
It seemed a little farfetched at first, but then
we visited the shelter in
London, and we realized ‘hey, this is a real
possibility,” said Nick
Hays, REaCH member
at Jackson County Middle School. The students immediately began to devise a plan for
a temporary shelter for
the homeless population of Jackson County.
The
students
began fundraising for
the project by offering green screen photography at the JCMS
Winter Formal and selling REaCH bracelets.
They also designed a
prototype of their shelter using the district’s
new 3D printer and
Google Drawing.
“Our kids were
passionate about this
project. We live in an
amazing community,
and it only seemed fitting to invite them to be
a part of this incredible
journey,” said Ashley
Judd, one of the group
coordinators.
On
Monday
night, county leaders,
Judge-Executive Shane
Gabbard, Jailer Brian
Gabbard, Sheriff Paul
Hays, Deputy Emergency
Management
Director Jamie Strong,
and Tommy Miracle,
representing
Grace
Covenant Ministries,
showed up, along with
50 additional community members, to show
their support for this
much-needed resource.
“These kids are
laying the groundwork
that the community will
get behind,” Judge-Executive Gabbard stated,
as he expressed his support for the project.
The
room
proved to be filled with
the overwhelming support of the students’
dream. Jailer Gabbard
stood to say “This is
simply something we
cannot fail at. The
opportunity is here,”
referencing the importance of supporting our
students and making
this shelter a reality. He
went on to say, “This is
a dream of mine and
of all these people, but
for someone who needs
a place to stay, and a
warm night, it will be a
dream come true.”
REaCH
has
projected a construction date of mid to late
March.
Each emergency shelter will cost
approximately $1500 to
build, in addition to the
large amount of

building material that
Grace Covenant Ministries has so graciously
donated to this worthy
cause.
This project
will rely solely on fundraising and donations
from the community.
Depending on available funds, the group is
optimistic in furthering
this project to not only
include the initial emergency shelter in McKee
but one in the Annville
and Sand Gap areas as
well. REaCH desires
the community’s support in all forms.
The group has
set up a REaCH Facebook page to keep an
open line of communication with the community. Within 24 hours of
its creation, the group
had 300 followers.
Judd urged the community, “There is a place
in this project for everyone, young and old
alike. We encourage
everyone to REaCH out
and get involved and
help our students accomplish this goal, not
only for our students,
but for our county!”
For more information and guidelines for the future
shelter, please visit the
REaCH Facebook. If
you would like to be
involved in this project,
email:
ashley.judd@
jackson.kyschools.us.
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Now Open

Monday - Friday 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM
Saturday 9:00 AM to 12:00 Noon
Located at the old Lord’s Gym in McKee
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Tiny Blessings Daycare
Open Monday thru Friday
5:30 am to 6:00 pm.

We take Ages 6 Weeks to 12-Years Old
Our Rates:
$100 a Week, $25 a day, or $5 an Hour
Whichever is Cheaper for You!

We do accept Child Care State Assistance.
For More Information Call 606-287-6619
Assistant Director Carrie Sams
Owner/Director Melissa Gabbard

