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Granny’s Porch
Chair Bottoms

     Hello Everyone! This is Granny once 
again ready for another visit with you 
all. There are so many things that come 
to my mind when I sit down to write. I 
can still remember so many, many things 
about how Daddy and Mother worked 
hard to keep us something to eat and to 
wear. 
     As I got older, I would sit and watch 
Daddy as he made yokes for cattle (ox 
yokes) and plow stocks. Sometimes he 
would build chairs. One day, he was put-
ting chairs together and I had never 
watched him to see how he put the bottoms in them, so I asked him how 
he was going to do that. He said, “Just wait a few days and I’ll show you 
how.” 
     After a few days he had the chairs ready and he asked, “Are you ready 
to see how I make the bottoms?”      
     We went out to the warm house loft where he had kept the bark that he 
had gathered. I wondered what those rolls of bark were for. He had gone 
in the spring time, when the sap was coming up in the trees and had found 
a tall straight hickory and took the bark from it and split the bark into nar-
row strips. Some of the strips were about ten feet long and some were a 
little longer. He rolled these up into a tight circle and hung them up to dry 
or cure. 
     Now that the chairs were ready, he would have to take the bark, unroll 
it, and soak it in hot water to make it again flexible. He was soon ready to 
bottom his chairs and he made it look so easy. 
     In later years when I tried to bottom an old chair of ours, I found out that 
it was not as easy as it looked. I finally did get it bottomed though. This is 
just one of the many things that I learned from him. 
     I always liked to watch him work in his shop. He would make lots of 
things for people. Many of the neighbors would bring their horse shoes for 
him to fix. Back then, when you bought a pair of steel shoes for your horse 
the shoes had to have the ends turned down. People would bring these 
shoes to daddy, and he would have a fire built and put the shoes into the fire 
and heat them red hot and take them out, put them on the anvil, and turn the 
ends down. I always liked to pull the lever that made the fan go that made 
the fire hotter. I remember he would say, “I have to get the right temper in 
things.” He would use cold water to cool the steel. It was fun to watch how 
it turned a certain color blue. Then he knew he had the right temper. 
     Another thing I liked to watch my daddy do was making shingles for 
the roof. We called them boards and he knew how to get them all about 
the same thickness. Lots of people would get daddy to make their shingles 
for their roofs. That was the only way we had back then to cover a house 
or barn. Many years later people were able to buy tin for their house or 
barn. When daddy wasn’t working at a public job he would be working 
around the house making something. I am thankful that he did. That not 
only brought in extra money but it also taught us how to work! 
     We raised most of our food and mother taught all six of us girls how to 
cook, make quilts, milk cows, pick geese, scrub floors, wash on a wash-
board.  I’ve watched her many times making homemade soap but mine 
never did turn out exactly right like hers. After wash powders came along 
there wasn’t much use for homemade soap anyway! It was much easier to 
go to the store and buy some. Another thing that my mother would do was 
make willow baskets. I know how to make them, but I could never make 
one turn out as good as hers.
   I loved them both dearly. Daddy has been gone since 1975 and mother 
followed in 1989. I’ll always remember and be thankful for two of God’s 
best people for my parents. I still miss them, but I know that they are at rest 
and waiting for the rest of us to get home! For now, if I may, I’ll put away 
my pen and say meet me here again next week for more from Granny’s 
Porch. Love, Granny.

Yards to Paradise 
That Stump in Your Yard

by Max Phelps

    What do you do with a stump in your yard? Many a new home is on a 
small building lot, and any stumps got bulldozed. Perhaps you had pur-
chased some land and hired a private builder, and some trees or stumps 
may be left alone. Frequently older homes from perhaps twenty to 100 
years old need trees removed for some reason. (And there’s a stump left...
unless you paid extra to have it removed or ground up.) So, this is the situ-
ation. How might we remove the stump, or use it creatively?
    Hiring a professional to grind up the stump sometimes isn’t going to be 
easy on the budget (or the blood pressure), but may be the quickest way of 
getting rid of the remains of this former tree or trees. Others try and dig out 
stumps. And some try pulling it out with a rope or chain attached to a winch 
or a 4-wheel-drive vehicle.
    Soaking a dead stump in an accelerant such as kerosene and picking an 
occasion that is safe to light it afire is one method of getting rid of a stump. 
Building a stone or metal ring around it and having a bonfire and cookout 
may be another idea. Caution: such stumps may smoulder for several days, 
so keep an eye on it, or be prepared to douse the fire. And stumps still 
alive may need a brush killer and stump removal compound before think-
ing about a fire.
    Maybe the better idea is to find some use for the stump and to keep it.
    How about a gnome home, or a fairy house? If you imagine a bit, other 
whimsical options are sure to pop into your thoughts. Let children help. 
Flowers and other decorations make the stump attractive rather than a 
problem.
    Sculputres, such as carvings of bears, birds or toadstools can turn a stump 
into a conversation piece.
     Stumps can make seating. Also, tabletops can be fitted to make a useful 
space and you don’t mind the stump. A large stump could even be carved 
into a big seat or a throne for a king or queen. Add a cushion, and you have 
a masterpiece rather than a problem in your yard.
     Hollow stumps can be utilized as  natural flower pots or baskets. Carving 
can help if the stump doesn’t have a hollow, or one of sufficient size.
     Buy some mushroom spawn and grow these on your stump. It looks 
good, produces food, and eventually converts the stump into compost.
     Plant shrubs or flowers around your stump, and it becomes an asset 
anchoring the middle of a lovely planting bed. Add bed edging and bring 
in dirt and mulch and completely hide the stump by burying it in the raised 
bed.
     If you might like another tree, you can plant one in this new dirt not far 
from the stump.
    (Trying to dig a hole big enough to plant a new tree so close to the old 
one might be impossible otherwise.) If you place this new tree at least a 
couple feet from the old stump, most of the time there isn’t a lingering issue 
for the new tree.
     Maybe you have stumps on a slope and you can build a retaining wall 
below them and bury them in this manner and they’ll be out of sight, and 
your landscape budget can be spent on a useful terraced area rather than 
stump removal.
     And what if you love some of these ideas, but don’t have a stump?  I 
think you could find someone to “plant” you one as landscaping. Or, if do-
ing it yourself appeals to you, the tree trimming/arborist trucks often have 
big chunks of wood they can’t shred into chips and might be glad to give 
you a section of a tree for your ‘stump project’.
     I hope you’ve found some ideas that might make your place a bit more 
like paradise, either by eliminating a stump, or turning one into a lovely 
asset.
     The author is a landscaper. Contact: rockcastles@gmail.com

Inspirational Thoughts Into God’s Word
By Lynetta Hunter

     As I wonder what to share with you today, I realize the thought must be 
somewhat neutral to reach all readers. Some of you have sickness in your 
family, some are dealing with drug addiction, some facing financial situa-
tions, some living the good life, some dealing with fear, anger, or confusion, 
while others may be feeling peace, contentment, and abundant joy. Some 
may be facing the worst thing that you’ve ever had to go through, while oth-
ers have never been happier. With so much diversity in one little community, 
there is still a neutral subject that is of interest to everyone. His name is Jesus.
    The drunk in the alley needs Jesus the same way the preacher in the suit 
needs Jesus. The religious speaking person who quotes scripture needs Jesus 
just as much as the person with fresh needle marks on their arms. The health-
iest, happiest family needs Jesus as well as the broken, lonely family who 
cry themselves to sleep at night. You may not have a doctor’s appointment 
this week or a scheduled session of chemo, radiation, or dialysis, but you still 
need Jesus. 
    Why do we all, no matter our life’s situation, need Jesus? Because He is the 
Savior of the world, meaning even though all humanity is lost and sinful, Je-
sus willingly gave His life as a ransom to save us from sin and eternal death. 
He is a Healer, meaning He has the power to heal sickness, brokenness, and 
shattered hearts. He is a Provider, meaning He has the means to divinely 
put food on our table and clothes and shoes on our children. He is a Friend, 
meaning He loves you; He cares for you, He wants to hold you and comfort 
you. He wants to bring happiness into your life. He wants you to trust Him in 
all matters and every detail of your life. He is a Redeemer, meaning He paid 
the price for it to be possible that we have a personal relationship with God. 
One on one, just you and Him, no one else’s business or concern, one prayer 
away from being free from the hold of sin and bondage of Satan’s chains.  
    Simply put, no one is better than anyone else in the eyes of God, we are 
all thrown into the category of being wandering sheep who are in need of a 
Shepherd, a Leader who will guide, protect, take care of us, and fight off the 
enemy that waits to attack and destroy. Jesus is available to everyone, every 
walk of life, every lifestyle, every concern, even if you just need someone 
to talk to, He is close enough to hear your voice or see your tears, or feel the 
pain in your heart. Jesus is the answer to a simple problem or the world’s 
problems, and He is waiting to hear from you today.
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