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information in a theft, 
which occurred on 
Tuesday, July 19, in the 
early morning hours, 
where unknown sub-
jects stole a blower that 
was on the Allen Com-
pany truck that accord-
ing to the report was 
parked on KY 3630 
near Cartwright Road.” 
Sheriff Hays said the 
perpetrators also stole

two industrial batter-
ies as well as damaging 
property. 
     Hays said if any-
one saw any individu-
als around the parked 
equipment to please 
call 606-287-7121 and 
share their information. 
Not only for this theft 
but any other of the re-
cent thefts that have
Please See Theft Page 6

Submitted by 
Judge Executive 
Shane Gabbard

     This past week, the 
Jackson County Devel-
opmental Association 
has been sponsoring 
community meetings 
to gain public input and 
ideas that will be used 
to update the Jackson 
County Strategic Plan. 
     A strategic plan like 
this is what many coun-
ties and cities use when 
applying for grants, 
seeking funding for 
projects or looking to 
improve infrastructure. 
In a nutshell, it’s a blue-
print of what we would 
like to have in Jackson 
County. This plan was 

JCDA Works to Update County’s Strategic Plan
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put together originally 
in 1998 and later updat-
ed in 2002. The idea of 
the plan is to list what 
we would like to see 
developed in Jackson 
County, our strengths, 
what needs to be im-
proved and long-term 
community goals. It has 
been 20 years since the 
last update of the strate-
gic plan. The commu-
nity meetings were ad-
vertised and facilitated 
in Annville, Sand Gap 
and McKee in order to 
give citizens from all 
areas of the County an 
opportunity to partici-
pate. 
     In order for Jackson 
County to excel, 
Please See Judge Page 6

Sheriff Hays Requests
Help in Thwarting Thefts

On Wednesday, July 13, the Jackson County All Stars 10U Fastpitch Softball 
Team won the state championship game with a score of 4-1.

 school safety. I thought 
I would provide a brief 
overview of what Ken-
tucky has done to not 
only improve school 
safety, but also to build 
resiliency in our chil-
dren and strengthen the 
school community.
 School shoot-
ings are a relatively new 
phenomenon, however 
one of the very first ma-
jor events took place in 
Kentucky almost 

30 years ago when a stu-
dent walked into East 
Carter High School and 
gunned down a teacher 
and janitor. Less than 
five years later, another 
student took the lives 
of three classmates and 
injured another five 
students at Heath High 
School in Paducah. 
More recently, two 15 
year olds were killed 
and 18 injured at
Please See Update Page 6

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
Improving School Safety in Kentucky
By State Rep. 
Timmy Truett

 I know many of 
us are heartbroken by 
the school shooting in 
Uvalde, Texas. It was 
a senseless act of vio-
lence and a real remind-
er that evil exists in our 
world. While the specif-
ics of that tragedy are 
still coming to light, it 
has brought a renewed 
interest in

create danger for mo-
torists and leave “stuff” 
in their yards to clean 
up.  Everyone should 
be a good neighbor.  
They should keep the 
trash picked up on their 
property, keep down 
the noise late at night, 
watch for people who 
might want to steal and

they should control 
their animals.  If you 
own dogs, you may be 
responsible for their ac-
tions, so keep them on 
your own property and 
make sure they are shel-
tered, fed and watered.  
Everyone has a legal 
right to protect their

Please See Calls Page 6

Sheriff’s Office Receiving Calls 
Over Animals Wandering

By Sheriff Paul Hays

    We get calls nearly 
every day on neighbor-
hood dogs, cats, goats, 
hogs, chickens, horses 
and cattle getting onto 
neighbor’s property.  
They tear up a neigh-
bor’s property, chase 
other animals, 

By Sue Caldwell, 
Reporter

     According to law en-
forcement, there have 
been several thefts of 
equipment and other 
items reportedly stolen 
from local citizens in 
the county. 
     Jackson County 
Sheriff Paul Hays said, 
“We are looking for

Shane Gabbard. The 
minutes from last 
month’s meeting was 
read by County Clerk 
Donald “Duck” Moore 
and approved by those 
in attendance. The 
judge’s report can be 
read in its entirety in 
a separate story in this 
week’s issue. 
    The magistrates 

reported having equip-
ment troubles. Most of 
the equipment is old 
and breaks down on 
a regular basis. Road 
maintenance is being 
performed as needed. 
     Sheriff Paul Hays 
said the county is still 
experiencing an in-
crease of burglaries. 
Please See Fiscal Page 6

Fiscal Court Holds Meeting, 
Discuss Work Release for Inmates
By Sue Caldwell,
Reporter

    On Thursday, July 
14, the Jackson County 
Fiscal Court held their 
regular monthly meet-
ing which started with 
devotion, the Pledge 
of Allegiance and the 
meeting called to order 
by Judge Executive

The blower that was on an Allen Company truck parked on KY 3630 that 
was stolen in the early morning hours of Tuesday, July 19.

Jackson County’s State Representative, Timmy Truett.  Truett has been 
working with state officials to improve school safety.


