
The Jackson County Times   Wednesday, July 20, 2022   Page 05
Jackson County High School Turn-Lane Project

     The Kentucky Transportation Department is making great progress 
on the Jackson County High School Turn-Lane Project.  This was a col-
laborative effort between the Jackson County Board of Education and the 
Kentucky Transportation Department.  Both parties have worked on this 
important project diligently, for some time.  
 The Jackson County Board of Education completed the required 
Kentucky Department of Education process and approved the deed, ease-
ment, memorandum of understanding, etc., at the August 17, 2021 board 
meeting.  The project will make access to the Jackson County High School, 
the Jackson County ATC, Continuing Education and the JCHS Athletic 
Complex much safer for students, staff and everyone.

Congressman Rogers Holds Moment of Silence on 
the House Floor for Fallen EKY Police Officers 

 WASHINGTON, DC -- U.S. Rep. Harold “Hal” Rogers (KY-05) 
requested a moment of silence on the floor of the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives today to honor the three fallen Eastern Kentucky police officers 
and a canine who were killed in the line of duty  on June 30, 2022 in Allen, 
Kentucky. Congressman Rogers gave the following tribute in memory of 
the officers who gave the ultimate sacrifice for the people of Floyd County 
and the Commonwealth of Kentucky. 
 “Madam Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to the memory of three 
fallen heroes in Eastern Kentucky. Last week, we laid to rest three police 
officers and one service canine who were slain in the line of duty after en-
during unexpected gunfire in Allen, Kentucky on June 30, 2022.
 “Among the fallen were William Petrey, a 31-year law enforcement 
veteran and fire chief in Floyd County, Kentucky; Ralph Frasure, a 39-year 
law enforcement veteran and school resource officer; and Jacob Chaffins, a 
28-year-old police officer who just started his law enforcement career three 
years ago and an active Sergeant in the Kentucky Army National Guard.
 “Finally, a beloved K-9 Drago, a well-trained service dog for the 
Floyd County Sheriff’s Department. Needless to say, the heartbreak and 
pain that have reverberated across Eastern Kentucky at the loss of these 
brave men who dedicated their lives to serving and protecting our local 
people, has been overwhelming.
 “President Theodore Roosevelt, who was a former New York City 
Police Commissioner once said, “No man is worth his salt, who is not 
ready at all times to risk his body, to risk his well-being, to risk his life in 
a great cause.” On Thursday, June 30, 2022, these officers and many other 
first responders risked their lives as they valiantly answered the call of duty 
to protect the people of the Commonwealth of Kentucky.
 “Their heroic deaths represent a powerful display of the selfless 
love described in John 15:13, ‘Greater love has no man than this: to lay 
down his life for his friends.’ Even as we speak, several other first respond-
ers are also recovering from their injuries from that horrific day – and our 
prayers are with them and their families.
 “In a nation where police forces have been vilified in recent years 
by the actions of a few bad actors, may the lives of these brave men be a re-
minder of the outstanding integrity and sacrifice that the thin blue line rep-
resents. We must continue to support our law enforcement officers across 
the United States, ensuring they are fully equipped, adequately prepared, 
and never at the mercy of evildoers.
 “This nation owes a great debt of gratitude for the life and service 
of Officers Petrey, Frasure and Chaffins. May their loved ones find abun-
dant peace and confidence in Matthew 5:9, ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, 
for they will be called children of God.’
 “Madam Speaker, I would like to ask this body to recognize a mo-
ment of silence in memory of William Petrey, Ralph Frasure, Jacob Chaf-
fins, and K-9 Drago.
 “Thank you, and I yield back.”

Kentucky State Police Post 7 
Welcomes New Telecommunicators

Hires Include Jackson County Native

 RICHMOND, Ky. (July 15, 2022) — Today, Gov. Andy Beshear and 
the Kentucky State Police (KSP) announced six telecommunicators, represent-
ing five posts across the commonwealth, have graduated from the KSP Tele-
communications Academy and are ready to begin answering the call for assis-
tance to both citizens and law enforcement throughout the commonwealth.
 “Congratulations to our recent graduates from the KSP Telecommunica-
tions Academy,” said Gov Beshear. “The skills and experience gained through 
this training make you the hero behind the headset that our citizens need and 
deserve. We thank you for serving to create a better and safer Kentucky.”
 The graduates of Class 20 received 160 hours of instruction over four 
weeks. Major training areas include legal liability, limits of telecommunicator 
authority, telecommunicator’s role in public safety, interpersonal communica-
tions, customer service, combating stress, ethics and confidentiality, responder 
safety, basic fire dispatch, state emergency operation plans, criminal justice in-
formation systems, first aid training, emergency medical dispatch and special 
needs callers.
 During the academy, graduates were required to successfully process 
scripted calls for service and demonstrate proficiency in obtaining pertinent 
information, dispatching responders, providing emergency medical dispatch if 
needed, and correctly documenting information from the call for assistance. The 
training concluded with a computer simulation system that simulates their work 
environment in the radio room.
 “Telecommunicators are vital to emergency services and serve as a life-
line for the public and law enforcement officers,” said KSP Telecommunications 
Training Instructor Jason Long. “They are the first responders to any incident 
and provide lifesaving information at any moment.”
 The Post 7 graduate of the 20th KSP Telecommunications Academy 
included:
 Pattie Taylor, of Jackson County. Taylor is a graduate of Jackson Coun-
ty High School, Eastern Kentucky University and Union College. She is the 
daughter of Barbara Jean Taylor and William Douglas Taylor.
 Rebecca Rogers, of Estill County. Rogers is a graduate of Rockcastle 
County High School.
 The mission of KSP is to promote public safety through service, integ-
rity and professionalism using partnerships to prevent, reduce and deter crime 
and the fear of crime, enhance highway safety through education and enforce-
ment, safeguard property and protect individual rights.
 The number one priority for KSP is to create a better Kentucky by mak-
ing the commonwealth’s streets safer, communities stronger and the nation 
more secure by providing exceptional law enforcement made up of a diverse 
workforce. For more information about career opportunities with KSP visit the 
website.


